MLA Paper Format

MLA is the documentation style developed by the Modern Language Association. MLA rules govern the
formatting of pages, in-text citations, and the corresponding list of works cited. MLA is used primarily for
subjects in the arts and humanities.

»  White, 8-1/2 by 11-inch paper

= One-inch margins

= Heading: top left margin: your name, instructor’s name, course number, and date on separate
lines

= Title: Centered, double space after heading

= Indent first word of each paragraph 5 spaces (or one-half inch) from left margin

= Indent long quotations (more than 4 lines/40 words or more than 3 lines of poetry)
10 spaces (or one inch) from left margin

» Double-space throughout

= Page numbers: Number all pages consecutively in the upper right hand corner, one-half inch from
the top. Type your last name before page number.
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heading

Blinding Dreams t|t|e

Everyone has a different view of what the American dream is, but in Death of a

Salesman, Arthur Miller shows us that pursuing it can cause us to ignore the better parts
of our lives: while striving to achieve a dream, “people damage the lives they have
dou b I € space T because they feel that their current lives are less than desirable” (Lautzenheiser 4).

th roug hout Miller shows how the American Dream can consume us through his main character, Willy
Loman.

Willy’s version of the American dream is broken into two parts. The first part of
Willy’s dream is to be liked and well known. He believes that reaching this goal requires
physical prowess. This is evident in his view of Bernard:

b I OCk Willy is convinced that Bernard will not succeed in the world because he is not
. strong. The only way to true success is by the way people view another person.
q UOtatI On In Bernard’s case, his anemia will never allow him to achieve Willy’s view of

professional worth and be a liked person. Willy says, “Bernard can get the best

marks in school” but that won’t cut it in the business world. (Lautzenheiser 33)
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